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What'i New 

m T&kM^on ihe prfmafy soufoa news 
arid infcjnmon wofitMde ki countnss wtme 

m The U.& ^n^i>nnation Agenc/s Wofidnet 

fommost kitsmationai ae teoo n fe y w io l ig 

m As the forefunner in intBm&tiomt tBfevi- 
sion, GNN has inspired many (XHrtpetttam 
and Mped define Worldners nk^ as a 

m Worfdn^sgk^n^wofk^dishanten- 
nas has grown from 5 in 19$$ to276 today, 
m The Vohe of America and USlA's press 
Bervk^B WiretBSS File are carried on WorkSnet 
aateiiit^ at axAMUonal oost 



What Should Be Done 

m Davehp Wofkkiefs regional, satei^ied 
syndkmtkm sennce ofpragmms in tocaf 
^nguages su r^bh for piac&nsnt on TV 
stsfkxis aimed, 

m lncr&&^e the tBhv^on^^)are in the U.S. 
irmmatiQnai brx)adcasmg budget, now 17 tot 
Irttlmr of /Bcfa 

m Combine the talent in VOA's ^nga^e 
and news dMsions wtth the tBient in 
Wt^kkm to produce attractive te^^km 
programs^ 

M kmm^mad<etandaixSenceresean^to 
make Wofichefspiogrmi^ mom oompe^MvB. 
m Terminaie TV Marti, 
m Btknina^ reguiatory baniefs k) r^erving 
time on future satellites ar^d kmg-term 
aatetifte leasing. 



^Tliere are about tA billion television 
sets ki the world r and televlsbn is now ttie 
primar,' source of news and infonnation En 
countries where it avaSable. Itlschaplng 
the course of ht&tory and the con{^ of 
dtpiomacy, afxi governments are stmggting 
to determine how best to utrfize th^s powerful 
medkjm. 

Using satetttte technology, USIA's 
Woildnet has since the mid-19808 become 
the woritft ptemjer Inlematkml taleconfer- 
Ofidngeflrvioe. it Is capable of up to 500 
video maelings a year, linking sUidto In 
WasNnglon wl^ television dish antennae 
omund the world. 



Such meetings are called interaclives^ 
because they bring U,S. expert or 
newsmakers into dialogue with colleagues 
and tourruiHsts abroad They can reserrUe a 
seminar, a press conference or a cafi-^i 
show. 

Bamme Worldnef s transmissions 
a ddw ai eelected aucKences. it can be called 
a nafTowcester, to distingut^ its progian^ 
ming from commercial broadcast televieion. 

Worldnet mi^t go through 
"tjalefcsspere* USIA posts In most im 
itafKses, and it Is b^tnning to realize Hs 
potential as a direct program servico lo 
foreign broadcaaters. 



WocUnei Intemtiiws 

TelfiGonfefBncing Id flext)l&. Many 
newsvjc^ inteiaclhm get not only pf^ 
time leWrvlskm placQment abfocKJ but 
coveiage in pmt metSa When Secmtafy of 
State Janies Baker, David FtockeMer, GHid 
tormer Chief Justicd Wansn Buigar mm 
IntenriewediHi Wofldnet intoracthm In aone* 
month period this spring, mecfia coveiage in 
partidf^ting countries was extefieive. 

Many interactrved doni malce news, at 
least the hard news of a bieaking sloiy tfie 
mass media would covter. They am, nonelhe* 
fees, tisetui pubic diplomacy tools. 
OounlamaiDottcs expofts or iTHfieun^* otiralore 
isyiiwy ngeviorina VYoncnei m anoum 
mutual concerns can effedfvely support U.S. 
InteiBsts. 

Wbifdners global network at USrA% 
posts has ^own from 5 cashes ii 1985 to 278 
today. Wc^fe&ietabo is donating dishes to TV 
otations in emefging democmdes to aHow 
ttiem to iBcafve Its signfli cfiredfy. 

Before dtehee W9m evaieNe, USlA*s TV 
piodiiGtiona r^ched the liekl by diploma 
pouch or throi^fh eleboiale and expensive 
eiecmonlcjurvrigs. Forexample,ln19e5ft 
ooet $2,000 Is set up temporary micfowava 
Inks between the Irte^dcan government's 
earth station and the U,S. Bnbassy in Masdoo 
Qty every 1^ an interactiva news conle^ 
ence could be sctieduled. 

Mow with lt)e Embassy's own (flah and 
ituAos, Neracives are commonpiaoe and 
USIA pays the tmnsmlsslon oveff)ead of 
about $7 an hour. The coat of tiia dfsh has 
tong since been amortized. 

Cable News Network 

On tm raws front, a maior hieinattofial 
bcoodoailsr, CNN, has emerged. Whife 
HsmaHanal radio dates io the 1 930s, tetevi< 
ston btoadoatlkig across frontiers is a phe- 
nomenon of 9ie 19e0e. 

In lese than six yearSp CNM has become 
the first truly mtetnationat televfsion neiworit, 
raislTHj miialw l^ndi for axpanalon and 
rking a wm of IntemaBonal TV deregiMior^, 
R Is now seen In 93 coiffitrles. 

Internaliiinal TVs WorM 

When programs art put on satsffitet in 
ilaltonafy orbHi some 22JS0 miies upt their 
t fwwml i slon iootprintt*dlin tiioueands of 
ntllis wfdSi Ignore inttmatlonal frontiers. A 
mHonal saMIHa Iks Indonasii'i Palapai 



laumhed to meet one country^ needs, can 
transmit over a mudilaiiger area. Wittitho 
addffimi of pifvate tofooommunications 
aatsttes, pibnaered In 19BB, leguialory and 
ooordsiaOng mechanisms are often bypassed 
and must smiggia to keep up w^ develop- 
merfe. 

Wttile most saMStatianemnted pio- 
gramming Is Intended for lebcoadcast or 
cabia, shadow audanoBs of mafens with dish 
Mtennas in rich arvl poor nafiore elite can 
captuie TV signals and bicfeasHi^ am bemg 
wooed, A sarnpiing of tMoadBastsia provides 
an idea of how fiercely c off f i etit iv e the 
intornattonai TV anvirennent h3£ beoome* 

BSC WMd Sefvbe TeievisiQn began 
broadc^ting news to Europe In 1991 and 
plans Io target every continent by 1993, WHh 
senlce In English and Mandarin, it has one of 
ftve channels on Hong Kon^boood 
liiitehVision, which cUsis alUI oommefcial 
range of rm^ Mtfiflalnment. sports and 
news to OQimlries m the huge foo^Mlnt of the 
AsiaSat I sateWa in East Ml Soutti Asia. 

The British government which Ajnds 
BBC W^rtd Servicd radio, but not its televi- 
sion, has begun pnxkicing and senc^ 
programs abroad via WoAMda Tdsvision 
News (WTH)« an Angfo-AustialitfinAnned^ 
news and ptogfam syndfoalor, 

Skyrmvs has made a 24-hotirnews 
channel avaBable to subscri}ers. Itlsonly 
one of 80 satettta-bome channels avalobia in 
Europe. Astra, tire UramlxiUfigteaed 
networtc of Pan Etfopean Bmadcaeflng, had 
31 channelsby Maidi 1991. 

Tuitash Mationai Radio and TeM^ 
(TRT) is raporlad to have put $20 mIKton lf«> 
a cia^ progrsm fo broadcast 466 hoisi a 
week to aucfienoea ranging from Tuddih 
'^guest worlm** In Europe to the Muslim 
Central Asian states of the former Soviet 
Unkm, 

Egyptian govaimnent TV has a aatsHs 
channsi beamed ttwoughoul itie Arabic*^ 
ipsBMng woftd. Its number one stmlng 
amor^ iniefnattonal sateHlte broadcasleft In 
iNs marksl is being chaRenged by Middle East 
Browicaiting Centra (MC], owned pdvaMy 
by Saudis with royal oonrwdlons. From 
studios in Londof^ mc targeta an estimaisd 
five milNon Arabs in Europa and 100 mMon in 
iheArabwodd, ttisr^madcsstbysMtonsln 
Kuwait and Bahrain and is pushing hai^ for 
raosption onmRRonsof pilvalily owned 
dWwa. 
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globQl W aetvlDe, negollathig «M 
tiBde s^alild time bi Eump0 fbr undent 
Worldnet c^iacity In olher parts of the worti^ 
Th8fB m many moPB broacicastefs end 
even mofB aspiiants, govemmem and fMirala 

Tedmologjf 

Much of i» tacfinalDjiy Worldnat 
^ the %jtum afteady «Ki8l5. 

Whie DlfBCt Broadcasting tiy Satellite 
(DBS) to home leoeiverB is Ito draamedKrf 
Mum of intemalioray radk). It ii hera 
television. WIthotiiradto'e neadterCDqu^ 
soiind and portable laoaivm^ talevfelon can 
be sent from bfoaddaster t0 audanoa via 
salelte, provided ttie audtonoft la wNng to 
spend vvhat II takes fbr a dtah artlanna. 

The Gonvnisslon beiem Rspeal® 
¥0luriie3 about the power of televteton that 
even in iw deraloping woitd vieiim wM 
graat dM to mcelve TV by saMla, 8in0fy or 
inaoDK^p. Analysts aseume the oost of a 
DBS racfio raceivar must tMtaak the $50 barrier 
to ba oommarciaiy vtabto. 

The Ivory Ooaet akaady laports an 
oveiabimdancd of dWi aaHen and 
maintaiiiera Intheb^cilleaof Indtar"^ 
walahtf* are aelb)0 to f^iarlmant blocte 
tor a hooftup fed of about $24 and 94 a month 
for aanto. International as we0 as national 
prografm ar9 tmxight fiorn epaoa to cfowM 
fooftopa. 

Worldnet be axpadad to conduct 
tMftowayv^deodlatogues* Toc^, Ifiey are 
onoHMay video torn Wastifngton to the field, 
wittitttoaudtobothmys- Elaawhare, two-way 
vUeo teSeoorierancaa ara ^ dirity uw already, 
witnaaa raoent developments In electoral 
poWca. 

WoridM awalli advances In digital 
oonyfiaifon tochnotogy, omvdhg mora 
ilgnaislntoaimKly paid4orialeltottmep to 
ttto actaniage of an tmvillon that hae Iv- 
reachjvlrfi^^ 

T^m40H3na video oompraeeton tochnot- 
ogy has been demonHratad raoantiy, 0MnB 
Mca the program canying capaclly wtthh the 
aamaapactrwi, Thraa-to^onaoompmilon 
may ooma on sifiaiti ai aarty «• ntxl yaatp the 
point at wfM real baneftta would aonya for 
wonorWi 

Wortdmt V PotetHlid 

Tha lUtuffilaslndevatopln9WDrtdnar> 
polantfal beyond tit oumnl lattdlngi rolt fn 
tstooonMrtnG^ to tie prodUoOon of broatf> 



cast-quaMy programs programs that aia 
available In lan^jage verstons, have a 
fBQionai or single country focus, and are 
produced by pfi^assionals with me(^ OTd 
areaaxperfee. 

The goat is to produce pfograrra that 
utt appeal to sl^om^iroad. ThedeHvery 
system sM would be via s^effite to (Mies, at 
t^lApoatsandattocal TVsMiona This 
would Ism WHftkiat lachnk^ out of 
b ra a deas Ung parse. ButlhersisavaluMe 
nhshe tor Worldnet as a syncficator of pio^ 
grams on themes important to tfia brood 
range of Arneitoa's wofklwtoe public diplo- 
macy initiallves. 

Much of the immense potency of 
tefaiMon lea in Hi abWy to toO what the 
naws means. VM's writers produce laeio 
scr^, bf example, that 0vd tN>ugl^ wM 
iBseaithed American perspecHvM on 
Important newo and imjea. ttoeaoaiem 
racfio. Some of it could become enoalBflt 
televtslon with a dHlerBnt alignment of 
resources between USIA radto and tsleviBtofW 

The language aUllfies and aiaa axpaf" 
tise of VOA% regional brofHtcaslefB am a 
naHonalasaet Hehould be possible tor 
USIA's Bureau of Broadcasltog, home of 
VOA and VVorftdnet, to use their talents tor 
totevielon progmmming. InttieCkHnmiiaton^a 
view, tie rnost productive ftiturs for Wfeddhel 
laslnttilsilraolton. 

Ttiam aia marioela to Important parts of 
ttw wodd for broadcaet-qua% teteviston 
prograrra about the Unied Stales. 

Commission membeis and as* bfoad- 
casting offkiiato recently returned fkom CanM 
Asian stales In the torniert^SRrsport there 
Is a large and eager maricet for totormaHon 
about Ameitoa, esfMdally about popular 
cuttura and the muitlpto laoes of modemlta- 
tton, American etyto. 

Comparabla I st u wli l u i i ofyortunWee 
axiit throughout the daveioptngwoitd The 
dtohes are aJready in ptooe and toctf toiivl- 
*r« Is burgeoning. 

Pultm ConaUeratkm 

Change the fidtaMaviiton mil. 
WMdnars potonlal wi not be raaHtad aa 
loftg is ua govammertt pftortHat pamnK 17 
doNan to be spent on ndto tor every dolir 
spent on televWon« 

Pert or Ms expense goea toto taaptog 
ilM hi! the U J. goveinmeni's w<MiMi 
•rray of aoma 1M totomationtf shonwava 
ndfo tranmNtofa toeueetf on EMam 
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Europe and western areas of the former 
Sov)8t Union. This maxis sense when tie 
Warsaw Pact was a miitafy threai, arid 
shortwave radb was the decide meai^ of 
commiKiicating with audiences in this part of 
thewoffd. ft is strfl essential for the U.S. to 
cofninunicate with Uiese audiences, but tadro, 
wh0e important, has t>eoofne one means 
among many* 

RiguitlQfy reform. U34A^aces 
regUtaAorsf impediments 1o rBseiving ti^ 
prospective satellrte cfalivery systems; to 
teasing satellite time for periods ionger ttian 
five years: and to conHacting wfthoiM an 
unusually cumfaeisome t>idding process for 
oompuler-ralaled technology, a category 
bfoad enough to indude al aatefite ser^oes* 
h^^iom ooijd be eaved by relaxirig or imwv- 
ing 1hea» tmpedtaieniB. USIA should sedk to 
do so, sharpanfaig lis competitive edjge in the 
pmoeaa. 

Tifiiilnate TV Marti. AxMed savkigs 
would oome from clos^ down TV Marti, 
US^A's pre^dawntifoadcaslstoCubafor 
whteh sizable ^cpendHures have produced 
only a trace audfence. Unlike Racio htei^, 
whteh has an Importent Ci^n audience, TV 
Marti Is not oost^effactlve, and its fesoun^e 



ahoiAl be direded to more pRXfcidivs 
bfOfldcasting inHlaiMvea. 

Wtio la watcMriQ and wtiy? PuUfnga 
•l^ial on a satellite Is only part of what 
Mamation^ television Is abouL The lachnol* 
ogy exists no^r, and much is being used. 
The txittom ine for American inl€»estsi3 
whether SOTteor)e Is watching. 

The future les in program developmert, 
imrarketing, arKi in atMienoe leaaaich. f=br 
U S. government inta ma i lo n a l television to 
be successM, it win need high quafty 
prograrns; effective rnartGatlng stialigte; and 
mora information on macfla habits, audtonoa 
preferences, proHferating ioc^ and imema- 
tional con^iel^Drs, and tiFie impact of new 
leGhrK)logteaL 

M We lailliires a grBater invesiment 
ttian the llniad Slates 90 far has been vinling 
tomalce. The power of the mecium, its 
proven ^^lue in reaching audiences ^por-* 
lent to U.S. interests, and unprecedented 
ground floor opportunities in many countries, 
opportunities that wH nof lest, call for 
poBcym^fBta and Congress to interna- 
tional telewMm a much hftfier priority , 

in the Commlaslon't Jwlgment it is an 
invesiment worth maidng* 
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